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Case 2601

Filimanm Myers, 1936 (Osteichthyes, Perciformes): proposed

designation oi Filimanus perplexa Feltes, 1991 as the type species

Ross M. Feltes

Museumof Biological Diversity, The Ohio State University, 1315 Kinnear

Road, Columbus, Ohio 43212-1 192, U.S.A.

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the designation of Filimanus perplexa

Feltes, 1991 as the type species of the polynemid genus Filimanus Myers, 1936. This is

the taxonomic species misidentified by Myers as Polynemus melanochir Valenciennes,

1831; retention of the latter nominal species as its type would render Filimanus a junior

subjective synonym of Polynemus Linnaeus, 1758, and a new generic name would be

required for species currently placed in Filimanus.

1. Myers (1936, p. 379) established the genus Filimanus (family polynemidae, the

threadfins) with a diagnosis based on a single specimen (USNM 72742) in the U.S.

National Museum of Natural History, Washington. He identified the specimen as

being Polynemus melanochir Valenciennes, 1831 (p. 513), and this nominal species is

thus the type oi Filimanus by monotypy. The description by Valenciennes is brief but

the characters and comparisons used in his account are diagnostic. The original de-

scription was based on a drawing sent by Major Finlayson from Sumatra. Examination

of this drawing in the Bibliotheque Centrale, MuseumNational d'Histoire Naturelle,

Paris, has made it quite clear to which taxonomic species Valenciennes applied the

name P. melanochir. The specimen used by Myers in his description o^ Filimanus was

misidentified and belongs to a then undescribed species (see para. 4). The case is

referred to the Commission under Article 70b of the Code.

2. The use of the generic name Polynemus Linnaeus, 1758 (p. 317) has been quite

inconsistent and often non-monophyletic (see Myers, 1936; Feltes, 1991). Myers's

perception of the species before him as a separate genus is entirely reasonable, as I have

discussed (Feltes, 1991, pp. 304^305).

3. Polynemus melanochir Valenciennes, 1831 is a valid species. My unpublished

studies show it is probably a sister taxon to P. paradiseus Linnaeus, 1 758 (p. 3 1 7) which

was designated as the type species oi Polynemus in Opinion 93 (October 1926). and is

certainly congeneric. If P. melanochir were retained as the type species of Filimanus,

regardless of misidentification, it would be necessary to provide a new generic name for

the specimen examined by Myers, as well as other species (Feltes, 1 99
1 ). This would not

only add another name to the hterature, but contribute to the already confused state of

Polynemus by adding Filimanus to its synonymy. The name Filimanus has been used as

valid in the following representative publications: De Sylva (1984, p. 540), Gloerfelt-

Tarp & Kailola (1984, pp. 231, 347), Nelson (1984, p. 325) and Eschmeyer (1990,

p. 1 5 1 ). I have a forthcoming paper (Feltes, 1 993, in press) that includes a discussion of

Filimanus.
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4. In a revision of Filimanus I redescribed the species misidentified by Myers (and

others) as P. melanochir, and gave it the name Filimanus perplexa Feltes, 1991 (p. 307).

The holotype, from Bali, is specimen BMNH1988.4.6.1. in the Natural History

Museum, London, and the specimen (USNM72742) from Java used by Myers (1936) is

a paratype.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous fixations of type species for the

nominal genus Filimanus Myers, 1936, and to designate Filimanus perplexa

Feltes, 1991 as the type species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Filimanus

Myers, 1936 (gender: feminine), type species by designation in (1) above

Filimanus perplexa Feltes, 1991;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name perplexa

Feltes, 1991, as published in the binomen Filimanus perplexa (specific name of

the type species oi Filimanus Myers, 1936).
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